
Report of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Pathobiology section 

 

Most Critical Issues affecting Forensic Pathology  

• Shortage of forensic pathologists 
• Opioid death surge (which adds to the stress of the shortage) 
• Lack of funding for capital expenditures (radiology equipment such as low-dose digital full body 

x-rays and CT) 
• Lack of consistent practices in death investigation between jurisdictions 

 

The American Academy of Forensic Scientist is a diverse and distinguished group of forensic scientists 
and practitioners.  The 6,600 members span eleven sections of expertise and come from all fifty states, 
most provinces / territories of Canada and 70 other countries worldwide. 

Forensic pathologists are in the Path/Bio section, along with Biological forensic science. 

Pathology / Biology Officers: 

Chair: David O Carter, PhD; Forensic Science Unit  Charminade University of Honolulu; Honolulu, HI 
Past-Chair: Joyce deJong, DO; Professor and Chair of WMU Homer Stryker SOM; Kalamazoo, MI 
Representative to Board of Directors:  Andy Baker, MD: Hennepin County Medical Examiner, 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
 
AAFS Officers: 
 
Susan Ballou, MS   President  Criminalistics 
Zeno Geradts, PhD   President-Elect  Digital and Multimedia 
Betty Layne DesPortes, JD, MS  Past-President  Jurisprudence 
 
 
 
Membership in AAFS Pathology / Biology Section:  1,024 Total 

Applicant    23 
Associate Member   436 
Fellow     213 
Member    198 
Retired Fellow    86 
Retired Member   17 
Student Affiliate   25 
Trainee Affiliate   26 


